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Editonal
The set of four essays on Wesleyan approaches to identity in this issue
were Erst presented at the Postgraduate Interdisciplinary Colloquium, held at
Asbury Theological Seminary on October 26, 2009. The papers were presented
by Asbury doctoral students and professors on a theme that is becoming of
increasing importance in our multicultural, complex world. As director of
postgraduate studies, I<.ima Pachuau noted in his introductory remarks,
"Christian identity is one of those subjects that needs to be approached from
a cross-disciplinary approach. Since the problem stems from complex cultural
patterns, it needs to be commented on using multiple disciplinary approaches
in concert. That is what these four presentations represent."
Biblical studies, theology, and missiology doctoral students attended the
event and made rich contributions to the discussion times after each
presentation. The importance of-and the problems with-an
interdisciplinary approach to the study of an important topic such as identity
made itself felt in the very Erst paper presented by Ruth Anne Reese (biblical
studies) and Steve Ybarrola (anthropology). The authors themselves noted
some of the challenges in their Erst endnote to the text: "[We] found the
collaborative process for this paper both enjoyable and challenging. While
there was broad agreement on most of the points presented, there were
certain areas where the authors 'agreed to disagree.'"
In their paper, Racial and Ethnic Identity: SocialS cientific and Biblical Perspectives
in Dialogue, Reese and Ybarrola begin by laying out current understandings of
the roles ethnicity and race play in current identity discourse and then go on to
compare that with the New Testament witness to the same. The results are a
fascinating account of what can happen when social science and biblical
revelation are used to illumine each other.
Wendy Peterson makes the point in her paper, An Aboriginal Missiology of

Identity Reclamation: Towards Revitalization for Canada's Indigenous Peoples through
Healing of Identity, that it is precisely because we don't take into account the
theological understanding of the imago Dei that we fail to actually achieve the
reconciliation with native people's we so often talk about achieving. And she
raises the important point as to who should accept the blame for this
misunderstanding, mission workers or Aboriginals themselves for not
declaring it.
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Chris Keisling and Kima Pachuau interface mission, theology, and
psychology "in an exploration of what hinders and what enables conciliatory
existence." Their essay, Identity Formation for Conciliatory Existence: How We
Perceive the Other, tackles this crucial task and suggests that despite our fallenness, we do have the potential of being remade such that we can begin to
accomplish the work of reconciliation.
Finally, Jim Boetcher in Our Personal Core Identity: A Weslryan Perspective,
argues that Wesley had an approach to identity formation that is more valid
today than ever. To show this current validity he draws on three scientific
papers that provide us with some empirical answers to the way human beings
are formed. He stresses the importance of having a well-defined core identity
so that our many role identities can be built upon that.
These four essays are not the last word on Christian identity and its
formation. But they all provide a Wesleyan theological word on the subject
that adds to our understanding of this most current of topics.

- Terry C. Muck

